
 

Lesson 2.4:  Percent Change 

The rules 

for percent  

change. 1.) Write out the formula: 

% change  =   difference 

original amount 

2.) Find the absolute value 

of the difference between 

the starting number and 

ending number. 

 

3.) Divide the starting number 

 

4.) Convert decimal to a percent. 

 

Find the percent change from 50 to 38. 

% change  =   50 - 38 

50  

12  

50  
= 0.24  

0.24 =  24% 
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I do… A.) Find the percent change in the cost of gasoline from 

1970 to 2010.  Gas was $1.30 in 1970 and $2.95 in 

2010.  Round to the nearest whole percent if necessary. 

% change  =   $2.95 - $1.30 

$1.30  

% change  =   $1.65 

$1.30 

% change  =   $1.27 

% change  =   127% 

The cost of gasoline increased by about 127% from 1970 to 2010. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clker.com%2Fclipart-lined-paper-1.html&ei=pSzvVK-ZCci-ggTf6oGADg&bvm=bv.86956481,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNEH6vpwsoUW4ZCqqk7e3CtI5QwxdQ&ust=1425046911657628


 

B.) Jordan bought a DVD recorder for $280.  Now, it is 

on sale for $220.  Find the percent change in the price.  

Round to the nearest whole percent if necessary. 

% change  =   $280 - $220 

$280  

% change  =   $60 

$280  

% change  =   0.21  

% change  =   21%  

The price of the DVD decreased by about 21% 
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